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Every year, the same thing happens: Eager for the first kayak outing of the new season, I drop the boats from their garage perches – only to discover that I’ve forgotten to renew my launch permits.
In Pennsylvania, human-powered boats do not need to be registered. But to use one on waterways that are maintained by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, you are required to have a launch permit, which is a brightly colored keystone sticker applied to the side of the boat.

In recent years my forgetfulness has been easy to correct. Dashing to my computer, I’ve accessed the PFBC website, ordered the permits and been able to print out a temporary permit making my boats legal until the stickers arrive.

Beginning this year, though, the process will be easier yet. Not just for launch permits but for boating registration, fishing licenses, hunting licenses, harvest reporting, lotteries, draws and other permits.
About six weeks ago, the Pennsylvania Game Commission and the PFBC announced the launch of a combined website called HuntFishPA. If you visit either agency’s website, you’ll be diverted to HuntFish.PA.Gov, which is replacing the old Pennsylvania Automatic Licensing System (PALS) aka The Outdoor Shop.

If you’ve purchased licenses or registered a boat in the past, your registration information should be in the new system. Upon accessing the website, you immediately will be asked whether you are a new or existing customer and will be routed accordingly. There’s a 24/7 call center for questions and problem-solving.
Because I always used guest checkout for my launch permits, I’ve never registered. Under this new system, though, that’s not an option for anything other than vouchers and magazine subscriptions.
Be ready to provide your driver’s license, Social Security number and passport number (if available). This probably has been standard information required of hunters and fishers for years, but for someone just wanting a launch permit it seems a bit excessive.
This is the price to be paid, though, for one-stop convenience. Launch-permit buyers are lumped in with hunting and fishing licensees. On the other hand, if I decide to purchase a fishing or hunting license in the future, I’m already registered in the system.
After completing registration – or accessing an existing registration – the user is taken to a personal home page where the various products can be purchased. The purchase of launch permits for my two kayaks went smoothly.

Billing and shipping information can be migrated through the order and payment process as desired. As is typical of most e-commerce sites, one has a choice whether or not to save credit or debit card information within the system.

Overall, HuntFishPA is an impressive upgrade over the rather clunky e-commerce options available to Pennsylvania’s outdoor enthusiasts in the past, offering more conveniences and expedited purchasing options than before.
If you are more-comfortable getting your licenses at a retail outlet, the same platform now will be used at your favorite shop or store to facilitate your purchase and enable you to get your printed license on the spot – on spiffy new “durable green paper.” And if you need to find an agent, the website contains that information. (Just note that you’ll have to scroll into the map quite a ways before the pertinent information appears in the sidebar.)
Also, you don’t have to register to find valuable information on the website, beginning with a newsy homepage. There are seamless interfaces with both agencies’ websites, providing good and easily accessible information on places to hunt and fish, seasons, limits and regulations.

Trout season opens statewide on April 3. Spring gobbler season starts May 1. And boating season is always open – just weather-dependent. So now is a good time to become familiar with HuntFish.PA.Gov.

I’ll have to revisit the website myself, because I was going to set up auto-renew for my launch permits. But I forgot.
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