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Some names are forever fused: Lennon and McCartney, Abbot and Costello, Currier and Ives, Romeo and Juliet.
So it was with Anna and Lou Leopold. While certainly not as famed as the names above, they were the first-couple of the Alleghenies, known far and wide simply as “Anna and Lou.”

They already were retired from their respective positions as educators at the Penn State-Altoona campus when, in the late 1980s, I met them while reporting on the formation of a task force to establish what would become the Allegheny Ridge Heritage Area. Ever the team, Anna and Lou were named co-chairs.

During their retirement years, the Leopolds shared three great passions: regional history, travel and photography. And they pursued each ardently, together.
They found great satisfaction in traveling around the region, developing an impressive breadth of knowledge about the Alleghenies’ many histories and documenting our natural and cultural heritage with their cameras. Although they waited until retirement to take up photography, both were excellent photographers and achieved local, state and even national recognition for their camera work.

Learning this about Anna and Lou during my years as a journalist, I asked them to do an article for the premiere issue of Westsylvania, shortly after becoming that regional heritage magazine’s editor in 1996. Written largely by Anna in the first-person and illustrated with their photography, the article took readers on a tour of some of the Leopolds’ favorite spots around the Allegheny Ridge.
The concept worked so well that I asked if they would be willing to travel to other places around the region and produce more pieces for future issues. They readily agreed.
So Anna and Lou became Westsylvania’s “Wayfinders.” For each quarterly issue over the 10-year life of the magazine, Lou and Anna faithfully, descriptively, accurately and visually captured places around our region.

Despite crisscrossing the Alleghenies dozens of times and taking thousands of photos, the Leopolds never accepted a cent for their Westsylvania work – at least while I was with the magazine. Not even money for gas. Lou used to joke that it would complicate his taxes.

Their congeniality is what I recall most fondly. In those days there was a lot of public money around for heritage activities, which attracted egos, rivalries and political competitions. The Leopolds remained above all that, purely enjoying their roles as documenters of our regional history and heritage.

Working with them, issue after issue, I got glimpses of their creative process and divisions of labor. While Anna did most of the writing, Lou was the principal historian and fact-checker.
Lou’s photography tended to be more documentary in style, while Anna’s trended toward the creative. Yet each was capable of producing excellent work in the other style and often would fool me, when I was guessing who shot what for each article.

Oh I would hear about it (in their gentle way) if I made a mistake on a photo credit, though! Their photographic work was the one area where they wanted to be recognized individually.

Yet each was quick to credit the other, whenever achievements or praise were coming their way. Both seemed to draw more joy from the accomplishments of the other than from their own.
Anna and Lou’s special relationship, nurtured over 62 years of life together, ended with Lou’s death in 2009. Anna lived another 13 years, spending much of that time organizing the more-than 50,000 images that the couple shot, but passed recently at the age of 96.
At the time of Lou’s death I wrote a tribute to him in this space. How could I not write another with Anna’s passing?
For Anna and Lou led us to special places in this life. And I’m confident that, forever fused, the Wayfinders are back together, exploring new places in the next.
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